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After the Second World War, a tracing service holding the world’s largest collection of 
documents on individual victims of Nazi persecution was established in Arolsen, Northern 
Hesse, Germany. These were the roots of today’s Arolsen Archives. However, not only 
did millions of documents on the victims of Nazi persecution arrive in Arolsen after 1945, 
so did a significant number of survivors: known as Displaced Persons (DPs), at times 
over 1,000 such individuals were accommodated in Arolsen and the surrounding area. 
Many of them had survived concentration camps, forced labor, or flight. This publication 
brings together new research on the history of these DPs, a subject that has received little 
attention to date. Special emphasis is placed on the contribution of DPs to the predecessor 
organizations of the Arolsen Archives – the Central Tracing Bureau (CTB), established 
in Arolsen in 1946, and subsequently the International Tracing Service (ITS), founded in 
1948. The volume also presents a selection of documents from the Arolsen Archives, for 
instance those that were created in the context of registering DPs (in Arolsen). Finally, 
it is hoped that this publication will encourage additional research on DPs within the 
collections of the Arolsen Archives.


