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documentED
A Project of the Arolsen
Archives

The visit to a concentration camp memorial offers
students the chance to make a special learning
experience. The authentic site has an atmosphere
that deepens learners' desire for knowledge, while
challenging them emotionally. That is why it is all
the more important for teachers to prepare their
students for, and follow up with them on, the visit
to the concentration camp memorial. How can the
preparation and follow-up be successful, though,
in view of the too often tight school curricula and
the limited time resources? And: how can it be
shaped in a way that awakens the students' inter-
est and enables a common knowledge base for the
visit so that the learners will not only come to the
memorial with specific questions on their minds,
but even feel encouraged to become involved in
some form of commemoration later on?

With documentED (a portmanteau of documents
and education), we offer a toolkit that is meant to
assist you with this challenge in the best possib-
le way. At the core of this toolkit is selected his-
torical source material from the Arolsen Archives:
documents on Emil Mohr, who was incarcerated
in, among others, the Neuengamme concentra-
tion camp.

The possibilities of using the material are mani-
fold, ranging from a single teaching unit to a sys-
tematic preparation of, and follow-up to, the visit
to the concentration camp memorial in the con-
text of school projects over several hours or even
days. An additional online tool strengthens the
students' ability to learn autonomously by helping
them decode the documents through research-ba-
sed learning. ldeas and examples for follow-up
activities show the students how to continue their
research and be creative either in their classroom
or online, depending on their respective interests
and time resources.

The basis of documentED are
the collections of the Arolsen
Archives - International Cen-

The International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) has
published recommendations for
visiting authentic sites of Nazi
crimes at: https://www.
holocaustremembrance.com/index.
php/node/141?usergroup=4

ter on Nazi Persecution, the
world's most comprehensi-
ve archive on Nazi persecut-
ion preserving documents
on different groups of vic-
tims. The collection is part
of UNESCO's Memory of the
World Register and includes
information about approxima-
tely 17.5 million individuals.
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Part 1: Information for Teachers

The earlier we acquaint children
of different ages with the
existence of these files and
their contents, the easier it
will be to teach the history

of the Holocaust and other mass
killings. Every new generation
of children must be familiarized
with this terrible past and its

On the following pages you will find documents
from the Arolsen Archives that have been care-
fully chosen and are meant to be used to prepa-
re for and follow up on your visit to the concen-
tration camp memorial. Students should form
small groups, each working on one of the docu-
ments, e.g. a prisoner registration card. In addi-
tion to documents from the Neuengamme concen-
tration camp, the toolkit may include records from
other places where Emil Mohr was imprisoned. In
any case, the Neuengamme concentration camp
is mentioned on all documents so that students
are able to both connect them to the place they
are visiting and learn more about the individual
persecution of Emil Mohr. You can either print out
the documents (double-sided and in color) or uti-
lize them in a digital classroom setting.

We have formulated questions on a worksheet,
which you may distribute or use as a basis for defi-
ning your own tasks. The questions refer to the
documents and cover various levels of source cri-
ticism and competence learning. To prevent stu-
dents from feeling overwhelmed by the questions,
we recommend that you pre-select and/or adjust
the questions to the learning level of your class
or course.

Every document included in the toolkit is followed
by a QR code and a link to the e-Guide of the Arol-
sen Archives, an interactive online tool that gives a
detailed explanation and description of the docu-
ments presented here. All other details on the
e-Guide can be taken from the »Contextualiza-

tion« section below.

Following the documents and the worksheets,
you will find an information sheet for students
showing five possible documentED projects as a
follow-up to the visit to the concentration camp
memorial. While learners can carry out some of

Arolsen Archives International Center on Nazi Persecution

horrendous consequences.

Thomas Buergenthal
Survivor

the example projects easily by using their mobi-
le phones, other activities are more time-consu-
ming and challenging in terms of source criticism
and the technology used. That is why the latter are
more suitable for students in higher grades or for
more advanced learning.

All educational activities of the Arolsen Archi-
ves focus on historical learning with or by means
of archival documents. The documents on priso-
ners of the Nazi concentration camps, ghettos and
other prison sites allow learners to address and
study a concrete individual fate. Based on that
individual fate, they create a link to the larger his-
tory of Nazi crimes. By analyzing original sources,
students can acquire competence in source cri-
ticism through a research-based learning about
Nazi persecution.

The collections of the Arolsen Archives form a
Paper Monument - millions of fates in millions of
documents. The documents have great potential
for use in the classroom or in the context of school
projects as well as in research and commemora-
tion initiatives. Thus, they offer an important basis
for contributing to an active memory culture about
the Nazi era by specifically focusing on the victims
of Nazi persecution.

arolsen-archives.org



Working with person-related records allows lear-
ners to explore the fates of individual former priso-
ners. As the information value of the sources may
vary, though, the resulting biographical informa-
tion based on the selected documents inevitably
remains incomplete. Reconstructing entire paths
of persecution or writing comprehensive biogra-

Individual Fates of Victims of Nazi Persecution

The reason for this is the diversity of documenta-
ry collections on the history of the concentration
camps, which is why the documents preserved
ever only highlight specific aspects of and per-
spectives on Nazi persecution.

The documents selected for this toolkit create a

link to the historical site which the students will
visit. Another strong point of the documents is
that they reflect the hete-
rogeneity of the prisoner
groups in the National Socia-
list concentration camps.
Apart from Jews and politi-
cal opponents of the Nazi
regime from Germany and
German-occupied territories,
the camps held thousands of non-German forced
laborers, Sinti and Romani, homosexuals, so-cal-
led »Asoziale« (anti-social elements) or »Berufs-
verbrecher« (career criminals) whose persecution
has often remained widely unknown and in some
cases has not been recognized to this day. Tea-
chers should prepare themselves for situations in
which students might reveal stereotypes on social
outcasts. These stereotypes need to be countered
by explaining the prejudice and arbitrariness with
which the Nazis categorized their victims. Through
this, students should be encouraged to formulate
questions about different reasons of persecution
and bear these in mind while visiting the memorial.

phies on this basis is impossible. Doing so would
be difficult even in those cases where all docu-
mentation on an individual person that is preser-

ved in the Arolsen Archives is taken into account.
You can find an overview of the

system of Nazi persecution and
the various victims' groups at
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/
content/en/article/mosaic-of-

victims-an-overview

Apart from using them for more of a biographi-
cal approach, the documents may form the start-
ing point of further research about the history of
Nazi persecution or single aspects of persecut-
ion events. If you, for instance, intend to prepa-
re a unit on the concentration camp system, you
might employ the documents to show how the
Nazi regime managed the prisoners and how it
took advantage of this routine to dehumanize the
people incarcerated - e.g. by using prisoner num-
bers for identification.

Stanislaw Galka, photo index of survivors of
CC Dachau, 1945 / 1.1.6.11 / 125837796 / ITS
Digital Archive, Arolsen Archives
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Contextualization

Most documents from the Arolsen Archives refer-
ring to concentration camps are documents crea-
ted by perpetrators. They were used in a specific
historical context, in this case in the administra-
tion of a concentration camp. As these documents
reflect the inhuman ideology of the National
Socialists (consider for example the registration
of characteristic physical traits or the information
noted with regard to reasons of incarceration),
their information value is highly problematic and
therefore cannot be left without comment in the
context of educational activities. The documents

SAMSUNG

B Registry office carg 1r0m
Dachau concentration camp

Arolsen Archives

International Center on Nazi Persecution

that are used in history lessons have to be decons-
tructed carefully and considered in their original
context. The students should come to realize who
created these documents for which purpose, and
their content has to be critically analyzed.

For this reason, we offer not only the source mate-
rial itself, but also an e-Guide on our website (at

n-archives.or which
allows learners to understand the documents in
context. The e-Guide interactively describes the
form and function of the most frequent types of
documents preserved in the Arolsen Archives,
including concentration camp documents. Key
questions (such as »Where was this document
used and who created it?«, »Which purpose was
the document used for?« or »What has to be con-
sidered when working with this document?«) are
answered fully and in simple language.

This enables you as a teacher to prepare for wor-
king with the documents; and what is just as
important: your students can work with the docu-
ments without detailed prior knowledge, because
by using our e-Guide they can acquire the context-
ual knowledge themselves. In this way, learners
are ideally prevented from drawing wrong conclu-
sions from perpetrator sources. At the same time
their explorative learning skills can be reinforced,
because they are given the chance to work in a
source-critical way.

arolsen-archives.org
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Considering that the e-Guide of the Arolsen Archi-
ves was conceived and organized as an interactive
online tool, we recommend that the students use
it digitally - e.g. on their personal or tablet com-
puters, or their cell phones. We are aware, though,
that not every classroom is digitally equipped and
that project-oriented activities often lack access
to the internet. For this reason, it is also possible
to print out the relevant content from the e-Guide
and hand it out to your students in the classroom.

Research-Based Learning

Missing or confusing information - partly owing
to contradictory information on the documents -
may be a challenge for students on the one hand
while offering potential for research-based lear-
ning on the other. That is why you ought to pre-
pare yourself for certain reactions from students
(»The information is missing in the document!«) by
drawing their attention to the incomplete nature
of the documents - a key finding in the context
of source criticism - and motivating students to
become active research-based learners.

If there are sufficient time resources for prepa-
ring the excursion to the memorial and, in parti-
cular, for following up with an additional project,
we advise a specific search in local archives all-
owing the students to learn more about the bio-

You can find the online archive
of the Arolsen Archives here:
collections.arolsen-archives.

org/en/search/

\LLL
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As regards the information value, the printable
e-Guide content is not different from the online
version. What the printable version lacks are the
interactive elements, though - browsing the over-
view of various documents preserved in the Arol-
sen Archives, for instance, and in particular acti-
vely exploring the annotations to single segments
of the documents. All of this constitutes a valua-
ble, albeit optional dimension of research-based
learning.

An overview of archives in Euro-

pe is available at: https://www.

archivesportaleurope.net/direc-
tory

graphies of other persecuted people or about the
history of Nazi persecution in their home town in
general. Also, students might wish to check whet-
her more documents exist on the prisoners who-
se documents they have worked with, for instance
in the online collections of the Arolsen Archives.
In this way, knowledge acquired during the visit to
the memorial may be placed into a broader histo-
rical context.

Five suggestions for projects that the students
may implement following the visit to the memo-
rial are included in the information sheet »Take a
Stand! What is your documentED project?«. It may
be useful to have the students discuss this infor-
mation sheet and make a choice that meets their
capabilities, interests and time resources.

Persecution arolsen-archives.org
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Part 2: Material for the
Preparation of and Follow-Up
on the Excursion
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Three-Stage Model

Activate

Mind Map
»Concentration Camp«

® 10 Minutes

C
.3 Acquire
po Group Work on Prisoner
i Documents
o
(O]
E: @® 60 Minutes
Apply
Creating a Poster or Other
Activity
® 20 Minutes
=
@ Visit to the Memorial
=
o
:? Your own documentED Project
3 Choice and Implementation
,—|
T; (® Time as needed
L
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Mind Map
Concentration Camp

Think of words you associate with the
term Concentration Camp! Collect the
words on the board.
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000 Overview of Documents
from the Collections of the Arolsen
Archives

(o] Y

On the following pages, you will find three documents from the collections
of the Arolsen Archives for preparing your visit to the Neuengamme Concen-
tration Camp Memorial. The students should form small groups, each of which
should work on a different document. You can print out the documents (dou-

ble-sided and in color) or utilize them in a digital environment.

We have formulated questions on a worksheet which you may distribute to

each group or use as a basis for your own tasks.

Documents included:
Prisoner registration card from CC Neuengamme, Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894
Prisoner registration form from CC Buchenwald, Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894

Personal effects card from CC Buchenwald, Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894

Arolsen Archives International Center on Nazi Persecution arolsen-archives.org



c000a Prisoner Registration Card
3 Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894

e ﬁ' ém ,da' v
aﬂhngs—?"ms’oﬂﬁi-l{arte

o | Fam.-Namiey bl LB Mh] L Peraonen-Beachrelbung
Vorname:. . NP 2 Dl KL~ Griase | AR om
Geb. am: 72 ﬂvf’f in Quietborn- .2 J.LC.EB‘EWM.M Gestalt:

Stand: . M Kmder. il L S - an KL. Gesicht:

WOhnort: LAt R o S oo M Auseﬂ:
Strasse: : Al 2 an KL. Nase:

Religion: ....£4/...... Staatsan PEIDR: o gl‘:nd:
Wohnort d. Angehorigen: _ﬁu&dﬁm«—' s an KL. ren: ..
I i, ‘. v Blatblcck : Zahne:

7
: an KL. Haare:

Eingewittan am; L8043 o : Spraghe; sl ool Sl o
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ntlassung: :
durch KL.: Charak.-Eigenschaften:

mit Verfiiging v.:

Sicherheit b, Einsatzi...ocwc
. Strafen im La 5 1

Art:

KérperlicheVerfassung:

Document:

Prisoner registration card from Concentration
Camp Neuengamme / 1.1.5.3 / 6647991 / ITS Digi-
tal Archive, Arolsen Archives

Document
back

Please turn
over
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000 Prisoner Registration Card
coAa Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894

Document:

Prisoner registration card from Concentration
Camp Neuengamme / 1.1.5.3 / 6647991 / ITS Digi-
tal Archive, Arolsen Archives

Document

front ;
Please turn

over
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000 Prisoner Registration Form
coa Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894

Document:

Prisoner registration form from Concentrati-
on Camp Buchenwald / 1.1.5.3 / 6647993 / ITS
Digital Archive, Arolsen Archives

Document

back ;
Please turn

over
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000 Prisoner Registration Form
coa Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894

Document:

Prisoner registration form from Concentrati-
on Camp Buchenwald / 1.1.5.3 / 6647993 / ITS
Digital Archive, Arolsen Archives

Document

front ;
Please turn

over
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coOoa Personal Effects Card
3 Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894
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Document:

Personal effects card from Concentration Camp
Buchenwald / 1.1.5.3 / 6647988 / ITS Digital
Archive, Arolsen Archives

Document

back 9
Please turn
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Personal Effects Card
Emil Mohr, born 1.11.1894

Document:

Personal effects card from Concentration Camp
Buchenwald / 1.1.5.3 / 6647988 / ITS Digital
Archive, Arolsen Archives

Document

front ;
Please turn

over
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o000 Worksheet

(o] Y

Page 1/2

{’ Which document is shown here? Who created
it? When? And why? Search for answers in the
e-Guide!

e, Summarize the most important information
in the document on Emil Mohr! Try to put
the information together so that you can
tell it as a story!

Information about

different types of
documents is avai-
lable at https:// | ..
eguide.arolsen-
archives.org/ = | s ooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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o000 Worksheet

(o] Y

Page 2/2

G’ Do you have any further questions? What do you expect
of the visit to the memorial site?

‘, Think of ideas for a remembrance
project which you might start yourself
following your visit to the memoriall!
Discuss your idea(s) with your teacher!
You can find suggestions for projects in
the attached information sheet »Take a
Stand! What is your documentED Project?«.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, You can share your
own remembrance

ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff project as part of
documentED using the

hashtag #weremember

Arolsen Archives International Center on Nazi Persecution arolsen-archives.org



Take a Stand!
What is your documentED
Project?

Starting your own remembrance project is much easier
than you think. All you need is a little time and crea-
tivity, as well as your smartphone or tablet computer.
On this information sheet you will find five ideas for
projects that require different amounts of time and
different technical skills.

Idea 1
Share your
Impressions and Thoughts

Share your impressions of the visit to
the memorial site or your thoughts on
the fate of a prisoner whose documents
you have worked with. You can post a
photo, a video or a short text using
the hashtag #weremember. You can
share this on the Twitter, Face-
book or Instagram pages of the

Arolsen Archives. Idea 2 .
A Poster in Memory of a
® Time needed: little Person

-1— Difficulty: easy

Create a poster, e.g. a timeline, on the life
and persecution of a prisoner whose documents
you have worked with! You can find tips on how
to create a poster here: h L/ /www. .
com/watch?v=FRwFrspleb5s. You can share this on
the Twitter, Facebook or Instagram pages of the
Arolsen Archives using the hashtag #weremember!

(® Time needed: medium
41— Difficulty: easy

Arolsen Archives International Center on Nazi Persecution arolsen-archives.org
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Idea 4

Idea 3
A Digital Storymap

With the easy-to-use online tool https://storymap.
knightlab.com/ you can create a storymap on the fate
of a prisoner! You can highlight his/her sites of per-
secution on a digital map and also add pictures. The
result is a small interactive online exhibition. You
can share your storymap on the Twitter, Facebook or
Instagram pages of the Arolsen Archives using the
hashtag #weremember.

® Time needed: medium
—1- Difficulty: high

An Exhibition at your School

Create, at your school, an exhibition on the
Nazi crimes and the victims of persecution in
your home town or region! Search for additional
material on this and reflect on the narrati-

ve and structure of the exhibition! For exam-
ple, you could produce posters with documents
and photos as well as texts. You can share your
storymap on the Twitter, Facebook or Instag-
ram pages of the Arolsen Archives

using the hashtag #weremember.

(® Time needed: high Idea 5
-1- Difficulty: medium Help us Clarlfy

Commemorate!

Fates and

Help us find the names of individuals persecu-
ted by the Nazis in the online archive of the
Arolsen Archives! Sometimes a name listed on a
transport list is the last trace of a person
murdered by the National Socialists. Finding
these people is of particular importance for
their families. On a special online platform
you can link scanned documents with the names
of victims and help keep alive their memory.
For more information, please see:

aroa.to/machmit

® Time needed: medium
-1- Difficulty: medium

Arolsen Archives International Center on Nazi Persecution
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Feedback Sheet, Page 1/2

23

The following evaluation form is a tool for ensuring and enhancing the qua-
lity of the documentED project. That is why we kindly ask teachers to ans-
wer the following questions.

Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following (on a
scale of 1-5 ranging from "Do not agree at all" to "Fully agree"). Please

tick one box only.

The toolkit is well structured.

Do notagreeatall[ | [ ][] [][] fully agree

The recommendations for teachers are useful with regard to their content.

Do notagreeatall[ | [ ][] [][] fully agree

The quantity of recommendations for teachers is adequate.

Do notagreeatall[ | [ ][] [][] fully agree

The didactic approach to using the materials for preparing and following up on the visit to the

memorial is suitable.

Do notagreeatall[ | [ ][] [][] fully agree

The worksheets help students deal with and discuss the documents.

Do notagreeatall[ ] [ ][] [] [] fully agree

Students were able to acquire new knowledge or new skills by working with the documents.

Do notagreeatall[ | [ ][] [][] fully agree

The preparation of the visit to the memorial using this toolkit has been successful in that the

students have developed an interest and formulated questions prior to the visit.

Do notagreeatall[ | [ ][] [][] fully agree

The information sheet "Take a Stand! What is your documentED project?" is useful and the

suggestions for projects can be practically applied.

Do notagreeatall[ | [ ][] [][] fully agree

Arolsen Archives International Center on Nazi Persecution arolsen-archives.org



Feedback Sheet, Page 2/2

9. Have the students implemented a remembrance project along the lines of

"Take a Stand!" following their visit to the memorial?

ves[ | no[ ]
10. If so: please describe the details and results of the project.

11. Do you have any further comments about the documentED project for us? All feedback

and criticism is appreciated.

Please send a scan of the form to education@arolsen-archives.org.
Thank you very much! Alternatively, you may send the completed form to
the following contact person:

Arolsen Archives
Research and Education
Margit Vogt

GroBe Allee 5-9
D-34454 Bad Arolsen

Please note: evaluation of the information provided will be anonymous.
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More Educational Offers of the

Arolsen Archives

The educational work of the Arolsen Archives aims to familiarize
learners with the history of the victims and survivors of Nazi
persecution and promote an active memory culture - from a varie-
ty of perspectives and for young people and adults alike.

Considering that less and less contemporary witnesses can tell
us about the Nazi era and the horrors of concentration camps
and forced labor, the documents held by the Arolsen Archives on
individual fates and paths of persecution are becoming increa-

singly important.

Our educational
activities include:

+ Workshops for teachers (curricular
and extracurricular)

- Provision of educational materials
for use in and outside school

« Seminars and guided tours of the
permanent exhibition of the
Arolsen Archives

+ Consultation on and guidance

for educational projects and
commemoration initiatives

Please contact us ..

- if you are interested in taking part

in a workshop for teachers or if
you want us to organize a seminar/
workshop in your institution.

- if you would like to come to Bad

Arolsen with a group of students to
carry out guided research or visit our
permanent exhibition.

- if you need advice on or guidance for

an educational or commemorative
project.

Contact education@arolsen-archives.org

Arolsen Archives International Center on Nazi Persecution

arolsen-archives.org




