
 

 

Floriane Azoulay is awarded Franco-German Cultural 
Prize 
 
"Floriane Azoulay has succeeded in lifting millions of historical files out of obscu-

rity and has given a voice to an entire archive" – the human rights expert and Di-

rector of the Arolsen Archives has been honored with the Prix de l’Académie de 

Berlin for her work.  

 

 The annual award celebrates outstanding achievements and recognizes 

the efforts of those who work to foster closer relations between France 

and Germany. 

 French national Floriane Azoulay was appointed head of the institution in 

2016.  

 Since then, she has initiated a number of campaigns like  

#everynamecounts that highlight the collection's historical significance - 

and its value to society today. 

 

Following the institution’s success at the Grimme Online Awards in June 2021, they now 

have a new reason to celebrate: Floriane Azoulay, the Director of the Arolsen Archives, 

has been awarded the Prix de l’Académie de Berlin, a Franco-German cultural and liter-

ary prize. It was awarded for the 14th time this year and is endowed with €10,000. The 

award ceremony in Berlin was broadcast online for interested viewers.  

 

Floriane Azoulay manages to combine “innovation, social engagement, and 

memory” 

 

Over the past five years, Floriane Azoulay has repositioned the Arolsen Archives – and 

has brought the institution into the public eye, most notably by launching a number of in-

novative digital projects. As part of the #everynamecounts initiative, for example, thou-

sands of volunteers are helping to digitize archival documents from the world's largest 

collection on the victims of Nazi persecution. The results are impressive: over 4.5 million 

document transcriptions in just over a year and a half. 

 

A statement from the Académie de Berlin described her work as follows: “In projects like 

#StolenMemory and #everynamecounts, the French human rights activist manages to 

combine innovation, social engagement, and memory. She is helping to create a unique 

network of memorials in Germany, in France, and throughout the world, which will enable 
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Page 2/2 families, schools, and society as a whole to re-tell the narrative of the break with civiliza-

tion that was the Holocaust, and which will preserve its memory in the 21st century.” 

Floriane Azoulay previously spent almost ten years at the OSCE (Organization for Secu-

rity and Cooperation in Europe), where she headed the Tolerance and Non-Discrimina-

tion Department, to mention just one of her roles there.  

 

Second award for Holocaust podcast project 

 

Floriane Azoulay shares this year’s prize with students from the University of Regens-

burg. They spent a year researching the fate of French prisoners in the Flossenbürg con-

centration camp and developed a bilingual podcast series that gives more than 5,000 

contemporary witnesses a voice – a project that is very much in keeping with the spirit of 

the Arolsen Archives. 

 

Press photos:  

https://arolsen-archives.org/en/press/press-photos/  

 

About the Arolsen Archives 
The Arolsen Archives are an international center on Nazi persecution with the world’s most compre-

hensive archive on the victims and survivors of National Socialism. The collection, which holds infor-

mation on about 17.5 million people, belongs to UNESCO’s Memory of the World. More important 

than ever are the Arolsen Archives’ offerings in the areas of research and education, which aim to 

convey knowledge about the Holocaust, concentration camps, forced labor, and the aftermath of Nazi 

crimes to society today. The Arolsen Archives offer a comprehensive online archive so that people 

around the world can access the documents and find out more. 

 

Press contact:  

Dr. Anke Münster 

Anke.muenster@arolsen-archives.org 

Tel: +49 5691 629-182 
 

Twitter:   www.twitter.com/ArolsenArchives 

Instagram: www.instagram/ArolsenArchives 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/ArolsenArchives 
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